MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

ored corner of the Ka'bah, and by the esteemed mosque,
and by the possessor of the pen; verily a standard will be
raised for me from here to- Adam,1 and then to the borders
of Dhi Salam." Then he said: " Verily, by the lord of
heaven, fire shall be sent down from heaven; and verily it
will bum the house of AsmaV These words reached Asma'
ibn-Kharijah and he said: " Abu-Ishak has attacked me in
rhymed prose and now he will burn my house." So1 he fled
from his house, and al-Mukhtar sent someone to burn his
house during the night, pretending- to those around him
that fire from heaven was sent down to burn it. It was after
this that the people of al-Kufah went out against al-Mukh-
tar for posing as a kahin.2 The Sabbabiyah gathered
around him, together with the slaves of the people of al-
Kufah, because he had promised to give them the possessions
of their masters. And he fought with them against those
who had gone out against him, conquering them and killing
most of them; the rest he took prisoner, and among these
was a man called Surakah ibn-Mirdas al-Bariki; he was
brought to al-Mukhtar, and fearing that the latter would
order his death, he said to those who imprisoned him and
brought him to al-Mukhtar: " Ye are not the ones who
have taken us prisoners, nor are ye the ones that have de-
feated us with your force; on the contrary, it is the angels
who have defeated us, the angels whom we saw on mottled
horses above your soldiers." Al-Mukhtar admired his
words, and freed him, whereupon he went to Mus'ab ibn-
al-Zubair in al-Basrah, and from there he wrote these verses
to al-Mukhtar:3

1Wi<k valley in al-Hijaz.   Cf. Miiller, al-Hamadanl: Geographic der
Arabischen Halbinsel, p. 171.

2 Abu'l-Mahasin, vol. i, p. 198, ed. Juynboll.

3 Variants in Kitdb al-Aghdni, vol. vii, p. 32.    Cf. Dinawari, Kitdb al-
Akhbdr al-Tiwdl, p. 309.    Pub. by Vladimir Giurgass.
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